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STORY SO FAR... | 


Hello, Pm Tohru Honda, and I have come | 

to know a terrible secret. After the death 

of my mother, I was living by myselfina — | 

tent, when the Sohma family took me | 

in. [soon learned that the Sohma 

family lives with a curse! Each family 
member is possessed by the vengeful 
spirit of an animal from the Chinese 

Zodiac. Whenever one of them becomes 
weak or is hugged by a member of the 

opposite sex, that person changes into 

his or her Zodiac animal! 
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Tohru Honda 


The ever-optimistic heroine of our story. 
An orphan, she now lives in Shigure’s 
house, along with Yuki and Kyo, and 

is the only person outside of the family 
who knows the Sohma family’s curse. 





Yuki Sohma, the Rat 


Soft-spoken. Self-esteem issues. 
At school, he’s called “Prince Yuki.” 





Kyo Sohma, the Cat 


~~. ? The Cat who was left out of the Zodiac. 
i Hates. Yuki, leeks and miso. But mostly 
Yuki. 
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Hiro Sohma, the Ram (or sheep) 


This caustic tyke is skilled at throwing verbal 
barbs, but he has a soft spot for Kisa. 


* ete e 

Momiji Sohma, the Rabbit 

-— Half German. He’s older than he looks. His 

_. mother rejected him because of the Sohma curse. 

His little sister, Momo, has been kept from him 
most of her life. 


- Hatsuharu Sohma, the Ox 


_ The nicest of guys, except when he goes “Black.” 
_.. Then you’d better watch out. He was once in a 
a _-Wolationship ¥ with Rin. 
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VOuEL SHE 
JUST WASNT 
HAVE TO BAD OR 
GO SEE ANYTHING. 
HER AGAIN, 
WON'T 


YOU? 


/ALWAYS 
THOUGHT... 





THOUGH 
SHE'S NOT 
EVEN MY 
FRIEND OR 

ANYTHING. 






-. SAISHOU WAS 
THE ONLY PERSON 
LIKE THAT. 












EVEN 
THOUGH 
/ KNOW 
THAT 
SOLINDS 
WEIED. 





BUT | 
ONLY 


THOUGHT | 
ABOUT IT. | 


AND 
WHEN / 
ACTUALLY 
WENT TO 
SEE HER... 


BUT MY MOM WAS 
ALWAYS STARING AT 
ME SUSPICIOUSL Y. 


MY FATHER 
WAS ALWAYS 
SPITTING HATE. 


AND EVERYONE ELSE 
IN THE SOHMA FAMILY 
LOOKED DOWN ON ME. 


!D BEEN 
REJECTED 
BY EVERYONE 
MY ENTIRE 
LIFE. 





















/ WANTED HER 


TO BE HAPPY. 
/ REALLY DID 
SHE 
LOOKED 
| WANTED THE DAYS $0 
THAT LADY AND THAT LONEL Y. 
GIRL SPENT TOGETHER. 
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Fruits Basket 


Nice to meet you 
and hello. I'm 
Takaya, presenting 
Furuba Volume 

2). The cover this 
time is Ren-san. 
Actually, Furuba 
ended up being one 
volume longer than 
I anticipated, and 
that meant there 
would have to be one 
more cover model 
than planned. “Oh, 
no!” I thought. 
‘Who should it be?” 
I couldn't decide 
even up until Volume 
20 came out, and I 
worried and worried, 
and then I ended 
up with Ren-san. 
So now you know. 
The truth is, theres 
a character other 
than Ren-san 

I wanted to put 

on a Cover... 

(I'm Sorry, Ren-san.) 
But thinking about it 
reasonably, it really 
should be Ren-san. 
Somehow, the 
‘uniform cover 
project” (although 
its not so great as 
to be called that) 
that I wished for 
since Volume | 

looks like it will be 

aA $UCCeSS. (laugh) 
Now then, please 
enjoy Volume Zl. 
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SHOVED 
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Ren -gsan 





IfI had to describe my 
strongest memory of 
Ren-san, it would be 
‘m fingers hurt like 
crazy” ( from inking). 


The composition of 
her family before 

she came to the 
Sohma is unknown. 
Her age isnt claritied. 
I wanted to give 

the impression that 
her true identity 

is unknown. 

An impression like... 
shes not really human, 
she’s a “spirit.” 

Still, I also kinda 
wish I could have 
drawn her showing 
more of a backbone. 
But there’ really no 
end to tt, I held back. 
Akito takes after 
Ren-san. looks-wise. 
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SHES 
SERIOUS. 


YOU'LL 
LEAVE 
PHYSICAL 
EVIDENCE. 


Huh? Fhavent 
written about Kakeru 
yet, have I...? 
© He lives alone with 
his mother. 
« He loves Komaki. 
«© When I drew Komaki 
holding meat in 
Chapter 112, it was 
decided that she's 
a meat lover. 
Because both of their 
mothers are rarely 
at home because of 
work, the practically 
live together. 
The landlord of 


their apartment THATS 
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« He's popular in the THE 

shopping district. PROBLEM 
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HAPPENED 
WITH 
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DIDN'T IT? 
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PROGRESS. 
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HONDA- 
SAN'S 
IN THE 
HOSPITAL. 
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YESTERDAY | 
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GUYS IN MY CLASS 
THAT THE ORANGE 
STUD WAS BEING DID YOU 
BLAMED FOR IT. HEAR 
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Iittle gang: 


WOW, YUN- 
YUN. THAT 
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is easy to draw. 

» With her father, 
mother, and litle 
brother, Machi's in 

a family of four. 

» She currently 

lives alone. 

© Shes still avoiding 

her family’s house, 

$0 you can count 

the number of times 
she’s gone home. 

« Her room's considerably 
less dirty these days. 

« She's in the same class 
as Momiji and Harv. 
Theyil probably become 
friends eventually. 

« Shed been putting a 
set distance between 
herself and Kakerv, 

50 they still have their 
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through Yuki, too? 
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I feel so grateful ! 





Harada-sama, Araki-sama, 
Mother-sama, Editor-samaa... 





And everyone who reads 
and supports this manga. 
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This has been Natsuki Takaya. 
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Crumbling Curse 
Kyo finally makes the decision to stop running from his fears and confront 
his birth father. But how will he react to his father’s pressure to accept 

an unwanted truth? Meanwhile, as Akito’s control over the Sohma family 


slips away, will the last vestiges of her sanity and reason slip away as 
well? 


Fruits Basket Volume 22 
Available March 2009 


Welcome to another edition of Fans Basket! Pm taking over as 
editor for the series and the amount of mail we continue to 
et for Fruits Basket amazes me! Thanks so much to everyone 

for supporting Fruits Basket so strongly! Helping out for 
this section is our super awesome intern from upstate New 
York, Kaitlin Gallup! She worked very hard to sift through 
boxes of fan mail to pick out some great entries. Enjoy! 


I'd algo like to take this opportunity to thank Paul Morrisey, 
the longtime editor of Fruits Basket. Paul did an amazing 
Job on the last dozen volumes of the series and he will 


be greatly missed. Matching his level of excellence will 
be a major challenge for us all. Thanks 50 much, Paul! 


- Alexis Kirsch, Editor 





Catherine Schweitzer All I could think of was “how cute!” I guess this 
e14 answers your questions about your stickers, 
Tacoma, WA Catherine! Your artwork was great, but I just fell 
in love with the stickers, especially Momiji as a 
rabbit! Keep up the creativity and the good work! 
Ne EE eee 





